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ROBINSON TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION 

March 13, 2025 

 

 

The special meeting of the Robinson Township Planning Commission was called to order at 7:00 

PM. at the Robinson Township Hall.   

 

 

 Present       Absent     

  

Shawn Martinie      None 

Bill Maschewske         

Lydia Brown        

Michelle Gillespie 

Steve Ambrose 

Phil Crum 

Kathy Kuck 

 

Also present were contracted Township Planner Gregory Ransford of Fresh Coast Planning and 

Doug Marshall, a member of the public.  A copy of the Sign-In Sheet is attached. 

 

Approval of Agenda 

 

A motion was made by Michelle Gillespie and seconded by Lydia Brown to approve the agenda 

of the March 13, 2025 meeting as written. 

The motion carried unanimously. 

 

Adopting of Previous Minutes 

 

A motion was made by Lydia Brown and seconded by Michelle Gillespie to approve as written 

the minutes of the February 25, 2025 Planning Commission meeting.   

The motion carried unanimously. 

 

New Business 

 

The specific purpose of this special meeting was to review changes to the Zoning Ordinance 

proposed by Greg Ransford, the Township contracted Planner and Principal from Fresh Coast 

Planning, following the recent adoption by Robinson Township of a new Master Land Use Plan.  

The proposed changes for this meeting are generally in response to Chapter 4, Lowland Resource 

Conservation Strategies, that were identified and approved in the new Master Land Use Plan and 

now need to be included in the Zoning Ordinance for implementation.  Also re-reviewed were 

changes reviewed at the February 13, 2025 Special Planning Commission meeting. The complete 

memorandum, dated March 2, 2025, from Gregory Ransford regarding Lowland Resource 

Conservation Strategies and the carryover of some miscellaneous items from the previous month 

is attached.   
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Comments Regarding Re-review of Open Issue Definitions, General Provisions, 

Agricultural, and Residential Strategies 

 

Items discussed do not necessarily follow the order from the Gregory Ransford Memorandum 

dated March 2, 2025 (attached). 

 

Section 4.28 – It was agreed to not include the A-1 or A-2 Zoning Districts in this section which 

would allow multiple principal buildings on one parcel.  It was requested the Township Attorney 

review this section. 

 

Section 4.37 – The consensus was to add the A-1 and A-2 Zoning Districts to the RR, R-1, and 

R-2 Zoning Districts, limiting the number of principal buildings to (1) one. 

 

Section 4.28, Lot, Use – This section needs to be reviewed with the Township Attorney.   

 

Definition of Agritourism – The Planning Commission accepted the definition.  The numeral 

“(5)”  was added after the word “five”. 

 

Section 3.63 Lot – The revised definition was accepted. 

 

Section 8.4(A) 1 – The Planning Commission accepts “nor” in place of “or”. 

 

Definition of Buffer – The Planning Commission requested the definition be revised to make a 

berm of adequate size be acceptable without trees. 

 

Section 10.4(A) – The Planning Commission accepts correcting “plated” to “platted”. 

 

Section 10.4(B)1(a) – Accept changing “or” to “nor”. 

 

Section 10.4(B)1(d) – Revision accepted. 

 

Section 11.4(A) – Correction accepted. 

 

Section 11.4(B)1(a) – Revision from “or” to “nor” accepted. 

 

Section 10.4(B)1(d) – The Planning Commission accepts the correction. 

 

Section 11.4(A) – Correction accepted. 

 

Section 11.4(B)1(a) – Change “or” to “nor” accepted. 

 

Section 10.4(B)1(d) – Correction accepted. 

 



 
 

3 
 

Definition of Development – Planner Ransford received the following definition of 

“development” from the Township Attorney as requested by the Planning Commission and the 

Planning Commission generally accepted it. 

 

“Development --Any plat, condominium, or site condominium subject to review by the 

Township Planning Commission.” 

 

Septic suitability review – The Planning Commission did not recall requesting this analysis and 

Planner Ransford agreed to discontinue work on this subject. 

 

 

Master Land Use Plan Chapter 4, Lowland Resource Conservation Strategies 

 

Add Section 9.4(A) – The Planning Commission accepted this section with the condition that the 

Township Attorney be consulted regarding the inclusion of the Army Corp of Engineers 

references. 

 

Section 9.4(B) – Accepted. 

 

Additional Provisions and Considerations Not Included in Strategy List 

 

Section 9.2(B) Permitted Uses – Roadside Stands were deleted since they are allowed by the 

Michigan Right to Farm Act.  “Navigation” was stricken since its meaning was unclear.   

 

Section 4.9(B) Private Roads – Change accepted. 

 

Considerations Not Included in the Strategy List 

 

It was noted that all three of the items listed were previously addressed in the above discussions. 

 

Having completed reviewing the input from Planner Ransford, the Planning Commission 

discussed the Medium Density Residential Strategies in the recently adopted Master Land Use 

Plan.  It was agreed that further research was needed to verify the requirements for public 

utilities in this residential classification. 

 

Old Business – None 

Pay Bills 

A motion was made by Michelle Gillespie and seconded by Shawn Martinie to pay salaries for 

the March 13, 2025 Planning Commission meeting (all seven members present). 

The motion carried unanimously. 
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Bill Maschewske presented a receipt for $60.00 for 2025 Master Citizen Planner Classes through 

Michigan State University.  Chairperson Martinie requested the receipt be emailed to him for 

subsequent reimbursement. 

Due to scheduling issues, it was agreed to have no Planning meeting in April, making the May 8, 

2025 the next Planning meeting.  

Adjournment  

A motion was made by Lydia Brown and seconded by Michelle Gillespie to adjourn the Planning 

Commission meeting at 8:55 PM. 

The motion carried unanimously. 

 

 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Bill Maschewske, Secretary   

 Robinson Township Planning Commission 

 

 

Attachments:   

 

March 13, 2025 Planning Commission Sign-In Sheet 

 

Memorandum from Gregory Ransford, MPA, of Fresh Coast Planning dated                              

March 2, 2025 regarding Zoning Ordinance Rewrite – Lowland Resource Conservation Strategies 
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