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INTRODUCTION 

The 2024 Robinson Township Community Recreation Plan has been prepared by the Robinson Township 
Park Board.  The Plan will serve as a guide for the Township management of park and recreational 
facilities and goals for future acquisition and open space preservation. 

The Plan presents an assessment of Robinson Township’s recreation needs and opportunities.  Reviews of 
program accomplishments, demographic data and the results of the recently conducted Community Survey 
(Appendix A) will be the basis for these adjustments and are intended to be an integral part of the 
development process.  The Plan considers the existing public and private facilities within the Township, 
the demand for additional facilities to better suit current land and environmental conditions, and the means 
for funding this project during the course of the five-year development. 

The 2024 Robinson Township Community Recreation Plan replaces the Plan adopted in 2017, and 
acts as a guide for the Township’s leadership on park and recreation facilities in the coming years. 
The Plan also enables the Township to apply for Federal and State grant funds for parks and 
recreation facilities administered by the Michigan Department of Natural Resources and others. 
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COMMUNITY DESCRIPTION  

Description and Location  

Robinson Township is located in the northwestern portion of Ottawa County, west of Grand Rapids 
and southeast of Grand Haven. Figure 1 shows the location of Robinson Township. 
 
Robinson Township has a total area of 
39.5 square miles with 0.8 square 
miles of it being water. The northern 
border of the Township is the Grand 
River and bayous. The Township is 
mostly agricultural, but land 
availability is quickly fading as more 
people are building homes.  Robinson 
Township was originally marshes, 
open fields, woodlands and wetlands 
but the land has since been drained 
and converted into housing plots, 
farmland and impermeable surfaces. 
 
Robinson Township has a beautiful 
rural setting and is conveniently 
surrounded by urban communities of 
Holland, Allendale, and Grand Haven.  
Some of the locations within the 
Township, notably the Van Lopik and 
Limberlost developments, have 
proven to be unfit for residential use 
because of the high risk of flooding. 
There have been at least five major 
floods recorded since 1994 as well as 
other significant floods in the past 30 
years.  An ice jam flood where water 
reached levels of 18.3 feet in January 
of 2005, caused widespread 
evacuation and suspended 
occupancies for some homes.  The flood affected 30 homes on VanLopik, and 20 other homes on 
Limberlost according to the National Weather Services because of contaminated water sources, septic 
systems and a lack of gas and electric services.  In 2005, the township received a 5.5-million-dollar 
grant from FEMA to buy out residents in this area. The grant calls for areas purchased to be converted 
to open space for public recreation.  
 
As the area around and within Robinson Township continues to increase in population growth, the 
community will see an increased need for recreational opportunities. Robinson Township would provide 
the perfect setting for a recreational area that showcase the natural wetlands and wooded areas found 
along the Grand River. 

Figure 1.  Robinson Township Location 
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Demographics, Housing and Income  
 
As of 2021, Robinson Township had a total population of 6,366 residents, and of those residents 72% 
were adults. Robinson Township has a total of 2,238 housing units of which 28 units are used for 
seasonal or recreational use, and 462 of the units are currently vacant. Currently there is a density of 
56 houses per square mile, and 154 people per square mile.  Population growth between the 2010 and 
2020 census years (see Figure 2). Indicates that growth was more than double the previous decade 
22.3% compared to 8.9% but the growth is estimated to slow to 18.3% between 2020-2030 
 

 
 

Figure 2. Population and Growth Rates for Robinson Township. 
 
The median household income of Robinson Township according to the 2020 Census was $86,951. The 
most common industries for the Township members to work in are manufacturing, education and health 
care. Currently 78.7% of the township population (over 16 years of age) participates in the labor force.    
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Natural Features  

The majority of Robinson Township (approximately 80%) is made up of agricultural and residential 
land. The Northern boundary of the township is defined by the Grand River.  Other significant sources 
of water are a couple of lakes scattered across the Township.  There are also four bayous located in 
the northwest portion of the Township, which are Stearns Bayou, Clark Bayou, Kirby Bayou (Ruby), 
and Connor Bayou. Located in the township are six rivers/creeks and one lake, which are Stearns 
Creek, Little Robinson Creek, Wolf Creek, Bass Creek, Bear Creek, Bass River, and Max Lake.  
Swamps are located alongside the bayous and rivers.  Lastly, there are ditches and drainage systems 
scattered throughout the agricultural land in the Township for farming purposes.   

  
Existing Land Use  

Robinson Township’s land is mainly used for residential (47.7%) and agricultural (41.7%) 
functions. The rest of the land is used for commercial purposes.  
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ADMINISTRATIVE AND FINANCING STRUCTURE  

Organizational Structure  

Robinson Township’s parks and recreation programs are administered by the Park Board (see below), 
which was formed under the enabling Act 157 of 1905 and is governed by a Park Ordinance adopted 
in 2001.   Committee members are appointed by the Board of Trustees and have staggered 
memberships.  The committee is directly responsible to the township Board of Trustees and serves in 
an advisory capacity.      

The Park Board was formed in order to afford citizen participation in the affairs of the Township 
government for the purpose of determining community needs and means of meeting such needs 
through the government of the Township. They work to formulate park development plans, 
recommends construction projects and financing procedures, administers recreation programs and 
recommends maintenance operations and equipment needs for Township Board’s review, approval 
and execution. The official actions of the Township such as public hearings, implementation of 
projects, allocation of funds for grants or capital projects or programs or the establishment of 
ordinances and related regulations and procedures are the responsibility of the Board with assistance 
from the various commissions and committees.   

Figure 3 Robinson Township Park Board Organizational Chart 

  
Township Board 

Appoints Park Board

Chairperson Secretary Member Member Township 
Board Rep.
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Recreation Budget  

Robinson Township’s recreation budget for the fiscal year 2024-2025 is $50,000.  This budget 
helps maintain the Robinson Township Park and planning towards future recreation facilities.  
Currently, numerous volunteers are involved in the park and recreation programs, park 
improvement projects, and community projects.  There are recreation programs directed and 
sponsored by Robinson Township.  

The Township residents who are active in recreation programs participate through the following 
organizations:  

Public Organizations  

• Northwest Ottawa Recreation Authority (NORA) partners with Ferrysburg, Grand Haven 
Township, Grand Haven City, Port Sheldon Township, and Robinson Township who subsidize 
costs for area-wide participation.  Programs are primarily held at Grand Haven facilities with 
participation depending on the types of activities offered.   

• The City of Zeeland provides recreation programs that draw from a wide area around Zeeland, 
which includes Robinson Township.  

• Robinson Elementary School and the Little Hearts Day Care Center which are located across 
the street and along the outside perimeter of the park use it frequently.  

• Loutit District Library uses the Park for summer programs 
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DESCRIPTION OF PLANNING PROCESS  

The planning process used to prepare the 2024 Robinson Township Community Recreation Plan 
involved four phases: data collection, analysis, needs identification, and plan development. The data 
collection phase involved collection and analysis of demographic data, including data from the 2020 
U.S. Census  

The analysis phase included consideration of the historical flooding events in the area.  There have 
been at least six major floods recorded since 1994 as well as other significant floods in the past 30 
years. With this in consideration, a preliminary list of recreation deficiencies and needs was 
developed, and a preliminary set of plan goals and objectives was formulated to fit the possibility of 
future flooding.  

Public input regarding park and recreation needs was solicited via a written and electronic survey 
that was distributed to households in the Township. The survey was circulated in the fall of 2023. 
The survey was distributed in the Winter Newsletter in combination with a survey link on the 
Township website. Comments received in the survey were considered in development of the Draft 
Recreation Plan. See appendix A 
 
The Park Board reviewed and approved the proposed 5 Year Action Plan and draft recreation plan at 
a meeting on August 5, 2024.   The plan was made available for public comment on August 6, 2024.  
After the 30-day public comment period all comments and recommendations from the public and 
Board of Trustees were reviewed at a public hearing on________.  The park board reviewed 
recommended changes and incorporated them, as appropriate, into the final Recreation Plan.  The 
Board of Trustees adopted the plan on __________ 
 
The planning process for the 2024 Robinson Township Community Recreation Plan continues with 
each meeting of the Robinson Township Park Board.  Each meeting is posted so that residents may 
attend to make comments about the park and open space in the Township.  Using this input, the 
Robinson Township Park Board will continue to make applications for future grants and pursue 
improvements to existing facilities and open spaces. 
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RECREATION INVENTORY  

Over the past ten years the population of Robinson Township has grown steadily.  However, the 
availability of recreational facilities and services has not grown with it. Robinson Township currently 
has only one Township Park. Since Robinson Township currently offers no organized recreation 
programming, residents must rely on neighboring communities that do.  Robinson Township 
currently owns 45 acres of undeveloped land.  Robinson Township’s Recreation Inventory is 
summarized in Table 1.     

Township Facilities  

Robinson Township Park: Approximately 45-acres of land owned by Robinson Township is located 
south of the Township Hall on Buchanan Street.  The park has one softball field, a soccer field, 
football field, a tennis/pickleball court, covered picnic area, trail system and playground. Onsite 
drinking water is available. A half-court basketball court was installed in 2022 which replaced the 
beach volleyball court. Other recent improvements include additional bleachers and benches. 
Security cameras have been installed in various locations throughout the park to help increase the 
security.  

River Properties: In 2005 Robinson Township was granted two three-million acquisition grants for 
properties along Van Lopik Ave and Limberlost Lanes along the Grand River. As a result, Robinson 
Township owns 18 parcels along the Grand River. These open spaces are maintained in as much of a 
natural state as possible. 
 
Robinson Township Cemetery is a 4-acre parcel located at the corner of 108th Ave and North Cedar. It 
is adjacent to the Idema Explorers Trail allowing for easy access for exploration of the many historic 
markers highlighting the rich history of the Township.  
 
Robinson Township Cemetery-South: is a 5-acre site located a half-mile South of North Cedar on 
108th Ave. it is being developed during the summer of 2024. Plans include multiple walking paths and 
benches. A featured area will be a paved meditation path labyrinth. The labyrinth area is designated 
for the placement of cremation ashes at random locations under the authority of the Township. The 
meditational aspect will be enhanced by the planting of flowers attractive to butterflies.  
 
 
State of Michigan Facilities  

D.N.R. Launch Site: Is a 5-acre launch facility on the Grand River at the end of 118
th

 Avenue. The 
park has two boat launch ramps, 650 feet of river frontage, parking for 60 cars and one primitive pit 
toilet restroom facility.  The launch ramp is owned by the State of Michigan and is maintained by 
the Ottawa County Road Commission.  The Park is used by residents from throughout the County.  

Bass River State Recreation Area: Bass River State Recreation Area is approximately a 1,100-acre 
site located in central Ottawa County.  Eventually the Bass River Recreation Area will occupy 
approximately 3,000 acres and provide the region with nearly three miles of river frontage, a large 
quarry lake attached to the river and hundreds of acres of natural woodland and floodplain for all 
forms of casual recreation.  
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Open Land a 103-acre vacant piece of land owned by the State of Michigan is open to the public. It is 
located along the Grand River off of 132nd Ave. 
 
M-231 Bridge Pathway The seven-mile roadway is one of only four bridges crossing the Grand River 
in Ottawa County.  The massive Grand River Bridge is three quarter mile long, making it the seventh 
longest bridge in the State.  The Bridge includes a designated pathway for bicycles and pedestrians 
that connects pathways on the north and south side of the Grand River and helps create an inter-
connected pathway network which spans the West Michigan Region.  The Bridge Pathway has been 
officially named to honor a local historical figure Henry E. Plant. Sgt. Plant was awarded the 
Congressional Medal of Honor in 1896 for his valor at the Battle of Bentonville during the Civil War, 
being the first person in Ottawa County to receive this distinction.  His former farm is located on the 
M-231 route in Crockery Township. 
 
County Facilities 
 
Riverside Park:  Is a 64-acre park located on the Grand River on North Cedar Drive just east of 104th 
Avenue.  The park facilities include four (fee required) boat launching ramps, a 22- by 40-foot open 
shelter structure, two pit toilet restrooms, picnic tables and grills and parking for 14 cars and 43 
car/trailer units at the launch ramp and approximately 80 cars at the picnic area.  A maintained lawn 
area with trees, which is available for general use, occupies approximately 1,200 feet of the nearly 
4,350 feet of river frontage.  The balance of the park, approximately 65 percent, is natural and 
receives limited use.  The park is owned and operated by Ottawa County and is heavily used most of 
the year.  Barrier free access, fishing pier and picnic and pathway improvements are also offered 
facilities.   
 
Connor Bayou Park:  The 142-acre property includes nearly a mile of Grand River frontage and a 
diversity of natural communities including wetlands, mature mixed hardwood and pine forest, and 
remnants of prairie plant communities. The site offers outstanding views of the Grand River and 
expansive wetlands to the north.  Amenities and Activities include a woodland cabin, picnic tables, 
hiking trails and boardwalks, accessible kayak and canoe launch, river overlook decks, fishing docks, 
rustic toilets, and paved parking area, All facilities, except hiking trails, are universally accessible.   
 
 
Stearns Creek Park:  Located at the headwaters of the Grand River's Stearns Bayou, Stearns Creek 
Park is a key piece of Ottawa County's Grand River Greenway, a system of protected natural lands 
along the river and its tributaries. Opened in 2019, the original 118-acre acquisition south of the creek 
features the 2.1-mile Helstrom Family Trail System, as well as benches and picnic tables donated by 
members of the Vollmer Family who once lived on this site.  

In late 2021 an additional 28-acre parcel north of Stearns Creek was purchased for $242,000 utilizing 
funds including an additional $95,000 from the Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund and an 
additional gift from John J. Helstrom in memory of parents, Mathias and Esther Helstrom. 

In honor of this gift, the new area has been designated as the Helstrom Family Natural Area, and 0.8 
miles added to the Helstrom Family Trail System. The Helstrom Family, who lived in West Michigan, 
had a great appreciation of nature and the need to protect it for future generation 
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The north section of the park is located at 13594 136th Ave. The south section is located at 13600 
132nd Ave. 

Johnson Street Forest: Located at 12401 Johnson St., Johnson Street Forest is 50 acres of mixed 
hardwoods. There are no designated trails or restroom facilities, but the site offers a small parking, 
information kiosk, off-trail hiking and cross-country skiing. Dogs are allowed on or off leash, and the 
area is open to hunting per DNR Laws. 
 
Robinson Forest: Located at 13995 104th Ave., Robinson Forest is 80 acres of mixed hardwoods, 
conifers and a regenerating oak stand. There are no designated trails or restroom facilities, but the site 
offers a small parking, information kiosk, off-trail hiking and cross-country skiing. Dogs are allowed 
on or off leash, and the area is open to hunting per DNR Laws. 
 
Idema Explorers Trail is a non-motorized walkway located along North Cedar. A 3.9 mile segment 
that stretches between Connor Bayou Park and Riverside Park was constructed in 2017. There is a 
trailhead located at the M-231 overpass. A 2.5-mile extension that will extend from Connor Bayou 
Park, over the Stearns Creek Bridge and connect to the existing path at 144th Ave is currently under 
construction and is part of a network of trails throughout Ottawa County. A parking area for 
pedestrians is located west of the M-231 bridge and leads to the 4.2-mile Spoonville Trail between 
North Cedar Drive and Nunica. 
 
 
School Facilities  

The Grand Haven and Zeeland School Districts provide most of the facilities and program 
opportunities for recreation for Township residents.  There is one elementary school in the 
Township and it is owned and operated by the Grand Haven Area Public Schools.   

Robinson Elementary School: The school is situated on a 20-acre parcel on the west side of 120th Ave 
south of Buchanan Street. The school has an indoor auditorium/gymnasium used for school functions, 
shuffleboard, basketball, volleyball, aerobics, meetings, dinners and nonalcoholic receptions.  
Outdoor facilities include three basketball goals, five swing sets with slides, one soccer field, two 
junior softball fields and one small play area with related equipment.  The play apparatus and sport 
fields are scaled for the elementary school user and are not particularly well suited for older age group 
or general community use.  The only restroom facilities are located within the school building and are 
available only during school hours and on a very limited basis.  

Private Recreation Facilities  

Three privately owned and operated commercial facilities are available to the paying public in the 
Township. Three are located on or near the south bank of the Grand River and one is located at the 
intersection of M-45 and 104th Avenue in the southeast portion of the Township.  

Olson’s Southern Grand Marina (formerly Dick’s Landing): Is located on 8.8-acres on North Cedar 
Drive, has one boat launching site, 78 boat slips and one boat lift for larger boats (16 ft. – 42 ft.). 
Facilities also include a boat storage totaling 11,200 sq. feet and complete bath facilities.   
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River Haven Marina: Is situated on approximately 3-acres of Grand River frontage at 15006 120th 
Avenue. This development includes 90 boat slips, two boat launching sites, two modern restrooms 
and 660 feet of river frontage.  The marina is approximately 11.5 miles from Lake Michigan.  

Pigeon Creek Golf Course:  Developed on a 160-acre site, is located at 10195 120th Avenue and 
features all the hallmarks of Michigan links style golf. The course gives all levels of golfers an 
enjoyable experience offering four different tees to choose from. The course also offers a few risk and 
reward holes that are sure to get you excited every time you step to the tee.  Along with a beautifully 
maintained course is a 12-tee driving range and 2 practice greens to hone your golf game before 
heading out for your relaxing round.  Other features are a practice facility and experienced PGA golf 
professionals for lessons. An event center was added in 2023.  
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Township Recreation Programs  
Robinson Township participates in the financial and administrative support of a variety of programs 
that involve the residents of the community.  Summer recreation, athletic programs and art and craft 
programs are examples of this participation. 

The programs that account for the greatest number of participants are the organized sports and 
programs from agencies such Northwest Ottawa Recreation Authority (NORA). NORA serves as 
primary sponsor with Ferrysburg, Grand Haven Township, Grand Haven City and Robinson 
Township. Robinson Township withdrew from being a participating member in 2024 to allow NORA 
a better chance at passing an operating millage. Robinson Township will continue to make financial 
contributions for residents to participate in area-wide programs.  Programs are primarily held at Grand 
Haven facilities with participation depending on the types of activities offered.   Robinson Township 
schedules the majority of the sporting projects in the Township Park. 

Generally, Robinson Township resident participation averages between 5 and 20 percent of total 
attendance depending on the type of recreation.  Limited participation programs are those that appeal 
to special interest groups such as swimming specialties, tennis and special instruction activities. They 
normally draw from four to over twenty Township participants.  The more popular programs like 
open swimming, softball, soccer, football, volleyball and basketball that have league type 
involvement draw larger numbers of Township participants.  These activities average approximately 
fifteen residents per activity with participation in open swim, open gym and some league activities 
attracting over seventy Township residents in a season.  

Robinson Township residents also participate in programs provided by the City of Zeeland.  The main 
attraction is the Little League Baseball Program that draws from a wide area around Zeeland. The 
actual number of Township participants in Zeeland programs is not known, however estimates range 
from thirty to over fifty people.  Some program activities include football, baseball, basketball, 
swimming and equestrian.   
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GOALS, OBJECTIVES, AND ACTIONS  

Recreation Goals establish the long-range recreation policy for Robinson Township. Short-term 
recreation Objectives are general efforts that are intended to help achieve recreation goals. Recreation 
Actions are specific measures that implement the recreation objectives. Physical characteristics are 
the features of the land that are being affected by the goals. Demographic Characteristics are the 
Robinson Township population features that are being affected by the goals. 
 
GOAL 1: Plan, fund, and make improvements to Robinson parks and open spaces 
 

OBJECTIVE:   Increase interest and usage of township recreation facilities. 

POTENTIAL ACTIONS:  

• Develop additional interpretive facilities near the scenic areas such as overlooks, trails, and 
benches. 
 

• Preserve and document Robinson Township history through protection of historic places, 
documentation and signage. 
 

• Implement an ecological management plan for the Park to promote growth of desired 
vegetation and control invasive species 
 

• Improvements to Robinson Township Park to increase park usage such as signage and fencing. 
 

• Improvements to recreational offerings such as pickleball courts or basketball hoops.  
 

• Increase security 
 

 
PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS: 
 
Robinson Township Park is located near the Township offices on sandy soils with rolling topography 
typical in the relic dunes of the region.  Vegetation is mixed deciduous with several areas of 
maintained grass and sports fields.  Open space areas are typically being managed for white pine and 
native vegetation in coordination with Ottawa County Parks. 
 
DEMOGRAPHIC CHARACTERISTICS: 
 
There are no residents in the open space or park properties. 
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GOAL 2:  Plan, develop, and/or support activities held within Robinson Township 
Park  
 

OBJECTIVE: Increase usage of Robinson Township Park  

POTENTIAL ACTIONS:  

• Have organized events and activities 
o Pickleball tournaments 
o Farmer’s Market 
o Food Truck Events 

• Improved signage 
 
 
AFFECTED DEMOGRAPHIC AND PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS  

Physical Characteristics  

Water and Soil: Affected in the same manner as previous goal.  
 

 
DEMOGRAPHIC CHARACTERISTICS: 
 
There are no residents in the open space or park properties. 
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ACTION PROGRAM  

The plan actions stated in the Goals, Objectives, and Actions section represent acquisition projects or 
recreational facility development.  The following goals and objectives were structured to fulfill needs 
and to serve as guidelines for development of the five-year action and financial programs.  The plans 
are intended to be flexible enough to be responsive to changing attitudes and trends and to 
accommodate opportunities as they occur.    

• Improve walking trails access through expansion of paths and signage which will give an open 
space low impact use for the public that will promote a safe, meaningful and attractive activity.  

• Preserving and reclaiming scenic, natural, historic and environmentally sensitive or unique 
areas for appropriate levels of public use and enjoyment. 

• Implement organized activities to encourage use of the Park. 

• Connection of bike paths to existing bike routes into Grand Haven. 
 
It is anticipated that opportunities may arise that could alter the prescribed goals and objectives.  
However, it is intended that these guidelines remain as priorities even in the event of the 
introductions of an alternative opportunity that was not anticipated.   
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APPENDIX A   

Summary of Citizen Survey Input  

A link to an online survey was distributed in the newsletter sent to all residents with their tax bill and 
was available on the website. Residents had the option of completing it on-line or filling out the included 
paper copy and turning it in to the Township.  Thirty-three surveys were submitted with over 50% of 
respondents having lived in the Township for more than 20 years.  
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APPENDIX B 
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APPENDIX C 
 

Layout of the Robinson Township Park 
 

 


